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"The Emaum Mhidhie was an orphan at nine
years old. Alrouschid, the King of Bagdad,
advised by his wicked minister, resolved on
destroying this boy (the last of the Emaums),
fearing as he grew into favour with the people,
that the power of his sovereignty would de-
crease.

The King sent certain soldiers to seize Mhid-
hie, who was at prayers in an inner room when
they arrived. The soldiers-demanded and were
refused admittance, they then forced an en*
trance and proceeded to the room in which the
Emaum was supposed to be at prayers, they
discovered him immersed to the waist in a tank
of water; the soldiers desired him to get out
of the water and surrender himself, he continued
repeating his prayer, and appeared to take no
notice of the men nor their demand. After
some deliberations amongst the soldiers, they
thought the water was too shallow to endanger
their lives, and one entered the tank intending
to take the Emaum prisoner, he sank instantly
to rise no more, a second followed who shared
the same fate; and the rest, deterred by the